CHAPTER NINE

Bentham

THE Philosophical Radicals were commonly known as the Ben-
thamites, and most of them regarded Jeremy Bentham as their
leader; it is doubtful, however, whether he would ever have
occupied this position but for the intervention of James Mill.
He is certainly one of the most singular characters in history.
Born in 1748, he might have been expected to have belonged
to an earlier period than that with which we are concerned. The
fact is, however, that his long life (he died in 1832) is divided
into three phases, of which the third and most important began
when he was already an old man; in fact, he was sixty years old
when he became converted to the principle of democracy.
His antecedents were not such as to make it probable that he
would be a reformer. His family were Jacobite, but had sufficient
prudence not to become involved in either the '15 or the '45. His
grandfather made money in business, and his father was well off
throughout his life. He took great pains with Jeremy's education
which apparently served, to some extent, as a model for John
Stuart Mill's. At the age of seven Jeremy was sent to Westmin-
ster School; at the age of twelve he went to Oxford, and at fifteen
he took his BA. His father, who was an arrant snob, wished him
to associate with lords and grand people at the university, and
was always willing to supply him with the extra pocket money
required for gambling when in their society. But Jeremy was a
shy boy, and preferred books to play. Like Maldms, though in a
different way, he reversed the usual relation of father and son:
while the father urged frivolous pleasures, the boy insisted upon
industry and sobriety. To please his father, he was called to the
Bar; to please himself, he wrote on law reform instead of prac-
tising law. He fell hi love, but his father, though he had dis-
pleased his father by a love-match which had turned out per-
fectly happy, objected to Jeremy's choice because she was not
rich. Jeremy gave her up rather than devote himself to money-
making but he suffered severely. His letters to his brother, which